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Dear Ministry Partners, 

     Have you ever broken a favorite coffee mug? There’s that feeling of regret, even anger, 
then resignation as you sweep up the remains and toss them in the trash. Instead, what if you 
could anticipate the beauty of the repaired mug? 

     Kintsugi (golden mend) is a traditional Japanese art form that uses precious metals to repair 
the pieces of broken pottery and accentuate the breaks. Every repaired piece is unique, 
because of the randomness with which ceramics shatter and the irregular patterns formed 
that are enhanced with the use of precious metals. Kintsugi allows the artist to create true 

and different works of art, each with its own story and beauty. It’s a way of repair that celebrates the breakage as 
part of the object’s history, rather than being discarded as worthless, while making it more valuable in the process. 

but He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are more than enough—
always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being perfected [and is completed and shows itself 
most effectively] in [your] weakness ~ 2 Corinthians 12:9 

     Have you ever felt broken? The Master Potter can restore your life into a work of beauty – with scars – that 
wonderfully proclaims His Glory. When training new missionary staff about how to connect with potential ministry 
partners I often remind them to be transparent in how God has used their brokenness to reflect His glory in their 
lives to make them useful for the ministry He has Called them too.  The truth is that all of our lives are full of failure 
and brokenness – because of our sin against God and each other in our working relationships, our children and our 
friends -- pick an area. We are together precisely and only because of the redemptive, saving grace of the Lord Jesus. 
During our life journey, we have repeated ‘laps in the wilderness’ because of disobedience and going our own way.  
None of us are the poster children for ministry. 

     But God…. But God called them in an unmistakable way to serve him. 
And because of that they should all be reminded every day that they have 
nothing to offer of any real value, yet He has chosen to use them all if they 
are willing and available. He has made their lives Kintsugi in the same way 
he has done it for all of us.       

On either side are pictures 
from the two trainings I 
helped lead in May.  What a 

priviledge it is to have the opportunity to finish well with the new 
missionary staff the Lord continues to provide for FamilyLife and all 
Cru ministries.  Your Legacy continues to grow for God’s Glory, 
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